HOW STRONG  IS  BRITAIN ?
Britain's manhood to come forward for military service.
It would be advisable therefore not to doubt their
present preparedness in case of need until some new
and similar emergency proves the contrary.
Further, recruiting difficulties in Great Britain to-day
are confined to the Army. Neither the Navy nor the
Air Force has any cause to complain. In any case all
that has been said previously shows how unimportant
these difficulties really are within the framework of
Great Britain's general strategic plans for her defence.
When we arrange all our details into a total picture
we must come to the conclusion that although Great
Britain is faced with more difficult strategic problems
to-day than she was in 1914, yet she is militarily better
prepared to cope with them. During the next three
years she will continue to increase her military strength,
and up to the present everything has been done without
any material interference with the normal course of
economic and business life.
In addition to this there is the increased value of the
Empire as a raw-material and industrial basis in the
event of war, a point we propose to deal with in
greater detail in our next chapter.
Before we conclude our present chapter a word or
two seems necessary concerning a trend of development
which, although it has not diminished the capacity of
British people to defend themselves against enemy
attack, has nevertheless considerably affected the
military value of Great Britain in a continental war,
namely, the increasing economic self-sufficiency of
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